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The Law, however, is perfect, and requires perfect obedience;
and he who perfectly fulfils it in every particular may claim
eternal happiness of right, as the reward of his obedience, and
a just God will allow his claim.    But where and when has
any individual lived who could put forward such pretensions ?
None will venture to deny, that in some respects they require
forgiveness; but the uncompromising language of the Law is
" Do this and live," and St. Paul tells the Galations, iii. 10,
that it  is  written,  ffc Cursed is   every one that continueth
not in all things which are written in the Law, to do them."
A perfect law, clearly defining duty, but allowing no excuse
for the least failure, and holding out no assistance towards
keeping it, is calculated to drive an awakened sinner to despair;
and those to whom the only way of salvation has not been
made known, take refuge either in self-imposed austerities, or
in  self-denying works, or in any forms of will-worship by
which they hope to appease the wrath of a justly-offended God.
His holiness cannot pardon without an adequate compensation,
and to provide this, and to pacify, in consequence, a disturbed
conscience, has been the endeavour of every false system of
religion.  The Gospel alone, in conformity with its meaning of
good news, shews, by the voluntary sacrifice of the Redeemer
upon the cross, that God can be just even in the act of jus-
tifying for his sake the ungodly; but then it can only be those
who accept his finished salvation, because the Father has laid
upon his co-equal Son the iniquity of all believers, and it is by
His stripes that we are healed (Isaiah liii. 5). By his own works
no man living can be justified. Salvation, consequently, must be
entirely of grace (favour): and he who has discovered his own
sinfulness and the holiness of God, will renounce all pretensions
to merit, and, throwing himself unreservedly upon sovereign
mercy, will joyfully   accept the proffered robe of the   Re-
deemer's  righteousness,  in which alone he can venture to
appear before God.

Mohammed disclaims the notion of having received a new re-
velation : for he again and again declares that he is sent only to
restore the religion of his progenitor, Abraham the orthodox. It

r 2